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Overview 

The Lord has graciously provided for us in the midst of nationwide shutdowns and ministerial 
transitions and we stand ready to continue and grow as a congregation of Christ Jesus and to 
work toward the growth of Christ’s kingdom in Sparta and the surrounding region. 

Pastor 

After a few years of transition in the pastoral office, God has provided for the full time pastoral 
care through calling Ross Fearing to the congregation.  He began serving on October 25, 2020 
and was installed on January 15, 2021.  He continues to serve in the United States Army 
Reserve as a Chaplain, assigned to the 77th QM GRP in El Paso, TX, drilling monthly and 
anticipating a two week exercise this June. 

Public Ministry 

Until Ross began serving regularly in October, James Odom coordinated pulpit supply and we 
were blessed with the ministry of RPNA ministers Keith Magill, and Rich Johnston, OPC 
minister Terry Dowds, and PCA seminary students Matthew Creasy, and Paulo Caproni.  The 
public ministry was greatly restricted by the response to COVID 19 and we had no in person 
public meetings March 22-May 17 and almost no evening meeting until October 25 when Ross 
Fearing began his regular ministry.  From October 25 on, we have had Ross Fearing preaching 
regularly morning and evening, and Terry Dowds providing supply when Ross has been 
performing military duty.  

Regular Sabbath School was interrupted by COVID 19 as well, but we have resumed regular 
classes, with Jeanne Finley teaching the elementary and kindergarten class, Ross Fearing 
teaching the middle and high school class, and Bill Wilson and Bob Finley leading the adult 
class.  Worship at Cedarhurst was canceled starting in March and we have still not resumed 
that service.  We celebrated communion February 9 and August 9.   

Session  

Keith Magill served as the provisional moderator through Ross Fearing’s installation on January 
15 and was present in Sparta serving the congregation in January, February, August 2020, and 
again in January 2021.  Over the last year he has moderated the session, led worship and 
preached God’s Word, and carried out numerous administrative tasks.  In the last several 
months he has been proactive and helping Ross transition into his work as moderator of session 
and pastor of Sparta RPC. 

In the last year we lost 4 members due to transfers to other denominations and received Ross 
and Emily Fearing and their daughter Reyna into communicant membership and received 
Barnabas, Lydia, Annabelle, and Natalie as baptized members from San Antonio RPC. 

There are currently 14 active resident communicant members, 6 resident baptized members, 
soon to be 7 (Lawrence), 2 non-resident baptized members, and 1 inactive baptized member on 
the roll.  In the new year, Lord’s Day morning attendance is normally between 15-20. 



Properties  

In the last year the ministry house at 516 N. Maple St. was painted and received a new roof. It is 
currently in excellent condition and ready for other ministry purposes. 

The church building continues to be in good condition, without need major repairs in the last 
year.   

The south 50 ft. of the vacant lot next to the ministry house was transferred to Joel Finley for his 
and Bob Finley’s services painting the ministry house. 

Finances 

We are thankful for Eric’s work as treasurer and Mary’s work as assistant treasurer.  In addition 
we owe great thanks to Keith Magill for doing much of the bookkeeping last year and look 
forward with thanks to Bob Finley taking on portions of that work in his place.  

With the addition of a full time minster, our regular expenses went up significantly.  To date, the 
Lord has provided generously and we ended the year with contributions exceeding expenses.  
Looking to the future, we anticipate expenses to exceed contributions without significant 
increase in giving.  That said, the Lord has provided enough resources to provide for the needs 
of the congregation throughout this year.   

The Future 

On August 9, 2020 the congregation met to call Ross Fearing to pastoral service and he was 
installed in January 15, 2021.  While there are distinct challenges related to small church 
ministry in a small town, we are encouraged by the coming of Ross Fearing and the 
opportunities to serve our Lord in the coming year.  Priorities for ministry in the coming year will 
included maintaining the public ministry of the word, improving organization among leadership 
and communication with and among the congregation, promoting prayer together within the 
congregation, and engaging in evangelistic outreach to our area.   

Conclusion 

As we concluded in the last two years, it is always appropriate to remember Jesus promised, “I 
will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Too often we can look at 
the obstacles to that growth and become discouraged, but Christ calls us to carry forward the 
work with the people and resources he gives us, trusting that in our weakness he is strong.  
There is much reason to hope, to be much in prayer for the congregation and region, and to be 
seeking opportunity to serve him.  At all times we must resist temptations to discouragement 
and infighting, and seek to love each other in humility as Christ has loved each of us, and seize 
the great opportunities God has given us to serve him in a lost and dying world. 

In Christ Jesus, 

Sparta Reformed Presbyterian Church Session 
 
Ross Fearing, Moderator 
James Odom, Clerk 
Robert Morrow 
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