
Candidates & Credentials Committee 
Great Lakes/Gulf Presbytery  
Spring 2021 Report 


Recommendations 


1. That student exams be conducted according to the schedule outlined below. 


2. That Adam Niess and Jonathan Schaefer be nominated to continue serving on 
the committee. 


3. That Ian Wise be nominated to serve on the committee. 


4. That Drew Poplin and Trevor Patillo be given ten minutes to share their 
testimony with presbytery and be received as students under care. 


5. That our report be received.  

Serving for Christ, 


Joel Hart  (2022)	 	 Rich Holdeman (2023)

Adam Niess (2021) 		 Jon Hughes (2022)	 

Jared Olivetti (2023)		 Jonathan Schaefer (2021)


Student Exam Time* Examiner / text

Joe Smith Church History Paper N/A Chris Stockwell and 
Kent Butterfield

Theology 1 20/10/5 Joel Hart

English Bible Exam N/A Proctor: Ed Blackwood

Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 Acts 12:1-24

[Licensure to preach]

Tre Cranford Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 1 Corinthians 15:33-34

Allen Blackwood Theology 1 20/10/5 Keith Evans

English Bible Exam Proctor: Ed Blackwood

1



Church History Paper Frank Smith and Jon 
Hughes

Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 Psalm 142

[Licensure to preach]

Mark Brown Theology 2 20/10/5 James Faris

Pastoral and 
Evangelistic Gifts

20/10/5 Rich Holdeman

Expository Sermon 2 25/-/5 Matthew 6:25-34

Exegesis Paper Joel Hart and Wade 
Mann

Church History 20/10/5 Phil Pockras

[Licensure to receive a 
call]

Aaron Murray Theology 1 20/10/5 David Whitla

Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 Psalm 30

Jon Sturm Evidence of Progress 
Sermon

25/-/5 Matthew 6:1-2

Personal Godliness 20/10/5 Philip McCollum

Zachary 
Blackwood

Expository Sermon 25/-/5 1 Peter 4:7-11

Drew Poplin Personal Godliness 20/10/5 Ray Morton

Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 1 Samuel 4:13

Bryan Dage 
(transferring from 
OPC)

Personal Godliness 20/10/5 Craig Scott
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*Duration - The first number is the allotted time for the examiner’s question, the second 
is for questions from the presbytery and the third is for discussion by the presbytery 
about the exam prior to voting. 


Note about paper standards  

In response to a committee formed to advise synod, recommendations for 
standardized papers were made and accepted by synod (“Report from Committee on 
Standardization of Student Papers”). These recommendations were for church history 
papers and exegesis papers presented by students under care to their presbyteries. 
Since they were recommendations and not requirements, and since our presbytery has 
not acted formally on these recommendations, your C&CC is currently asking our 
students to abide by our current standards in our “Student Handbook”, which can be 
accessed online. Especially for the church history paper, we believe our current 
standards are more reasonable and manageable. If presbytery wishes to change our 
current standards to adopt the recommendations from synod, please let us know. 


Student Aid 


The following students are receiving aid from presbytery: 


• Allen Blackwood (began fall 2019)


• Joe Smith (began spring 2020)


• Jon Sturm (began September 2020)


• Tre Cranford (began spring 2020)


• Mark Brown (began spring 2020)


Seminary-Level Classes  

• In the spring of 2020, Andrew Gilhooley – a PhD Candidate in Old Testament studies 
and member of 2nd RP -  taught a 2-credit course on Biblical theology. The course 
had two credit students, as well as a large group of auditors. Through COVID, the 
course was held in a hybrid Zoom + in-person format. The course was well-received.


Theology & 
Distinctives

20/10/5 Steve Rhoda

Sermon 25/-/5 Ezra 3:10-13

Vote to receive Pastor 
Dage’s credentials
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• In the spring of 2021, we anticipate Andrew teaching a course at 2nd RP on the Old 
Testament narratives (Joshua through Esther).


Credential and Status Changes in 2020 

Licentiates


• No one was licensed to receive a call in 2020. 


Students taken under care or removed from under care

 

• Mark Brown (taken under care March 2020)


Licensures, ordinations, and installations 


• A.B. (ordained to overseas work)


• Ross Fearing (ordained to Sparta RPC)  


• Gary McNamee (ordained to Columbia, MO RPC) 


Resignations and transfers 


• Michael Lefebvre (resigned, credentials released by GLGP) 


• H.P. McCracken (transferred to MWP, accepted call to Salt and Light RPC)


Deaths


• Thankfully, we are not aware of any deaths of credentialed ministers this year. 


Men Under Care  
 

Allen Blackwood - From Allen: “The past year in Pittsburgh has certainly been a 
different one (as it has for everyone) under COVID. We were very thankful that we were 
still able to do a summer internship in Elkhart under Wade Mann from the end of May 
to the beginning of August (2020). It was certainly a blessing for me, as I learned much, 
was stretched and challenged in good and profitable ways. Eleni and the kids enjoyed 
the time in Elkhart as well. I am continuing in full-time classes at RPTS, still intending to 
graduate (D.V.) in May of 2022. One big thing that is coming up is the mid-March due 
date of our third child, a girl, to go along with Henry (5), who is starting to learn how to 
read, and Marian (1.5) who is getting confident in her walking. We certainly thank God 
for these children with which He has blessed us.”
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Mark Brown - Upon arriving at Selma, God blessed Mark in the first few days of his 
residency with the opportunity to serve at a food bank across the street from the 
church which the church has supported for some time. Within weeks, the Covid 
lockdowns began, and in the interest of any compromised church members he pulled 
back from close interaction with great numbers of the public, and turned to working on 
internal church concerns and settling into the manse. The last couple of months have 
been a productive time of getting to know the area, local pastors, and where to find the 
best deals on groceries!


Tre Cranford - Tre continues to minister deeply to the church plant in Louisville. For this 
meeting of presbytery, he is working with Phil Pockras and Dr. Andrew Cooper on an 
independent church history paper regarding the life and ministry of C.L. Franklin. His 
last classes with RPTS were Greek and the doctrine of the church. He continues 
working with recovery houses in Louisville. His oldest daughter is expecting her first 
child in February. 


Gary McNamee - (By presbytery, Gary will not be a student under care, d.v., but we are 
including this as matter for prayer.) “We had our house up for sale but had to take it off 
the market. Cynthia had a small tumor show up under her left jaw. A CT scan revealed 
a bigger tumor(golf ball size) inside her skull between her nasal passage and her right 
ear. This will require two different surgeries at two different times. So timing wise this is 
delaying our relocation to Missouri by at least 3 months. We are going there on the 
weekends to do the ministry until we move.”


Aaron Murray - The Murray family is doing well. We have adjusted fairly well to 
seminary life. We miss our home church but are beginning to establish good 
relationships here at HCRP. Our two boys are doing well and Mary is pregnant with our 
third child. While classes are going well it is becoming increasingly challenging to 
balance my time as a husband/father, seminary student, and intern. Through the Lord's 
grace I am able to maintain all the responsibilities the Lord has given me. Areas for 
prayer: my expectant wife, that my kids would continue to make lasting friendships, 
that I would serve the church here well, and that I would thrive academically.


Drew Poplin (to be taken under care): “My name is Drew Poplin. Being raised in the 
Tidewater Virginia area, I was greatly blessed to be raised in a Christian household 
where the Gospel was clearly taught and I was encouraged to study the Scriptures. 
The Lord used the witness of my parents, and particularly of my mother, to draw me to 
Himself. At a young age, I was brought under the conviction of my sin; and by the Spirit 
working through the Scriptures, the Lord brought me to faith in the perfect obedience, 
substitutionary death and bodily resurrection of Christ Jesus alone for salvation. Being 
raised in a baptistic household, I was baptized soon after that. The Lord from that very 
early age gave me a love for His Word; and in high school, I began to be impressed 
with a call to the ministry of the Word. What was discerned inwardly was confirmed 
outwardly, as the Lord gave me many opportunities to serve in the church. I had served 
vocationally in pastoral ministry as a Reformed Baptist for seven years; was ordained 
by a regional body of Baptist ministers in 2016; and completed my M.Div. in the Spring 
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of 2020. During these years of ministry, the Lord slowly brought me by the Spirit 
working through His Word to Reformed Presbyterian convictions - to the point that I 
(with the blessing of my session and congregation, as well as the encouragement of 
other Godly men with whom I sought counsel) knew that I had to move to the RPCNA, 
that I may serve the Lord and His Church more freely and faithfully. By God's grace, my 
wife (Anna) and I were brought into the membership of First RPC Durham in March 
2020; after a few weeks of commuting to Durham for worship, we moved to Durham in 
April; and then our daughter (Sarah) was born and baptized in August. I currently serve 
under the instruction of Pastor Kent Butterfield as an intern at FRPCD, where I am 
thankful the Lord has continued to allow me to utilize my gifts and calling for His glory 
and the service of His Church. My desire is to be licensed to be eligible to receive a call 
in the RPCNA, so that I may be able to serve as a teaching elder and churchman 
faithfully in the RPCNA for as long as the Lord would allow me.”


Joe Smith - Joe and Ally have had a successful transition to Pittsburgh and full-time 
studies at RPTS. He has been blessed in his studies so far and is currently doing an 
internship with Pastor Jeff Stivason at Grace RPC in Gibsonia. Ally is expecting their 
fourth child, due next summer. They are encouraged at the many ways God has 
provided for them financially. 
 
Jon Sturm - Jon and Elsa welcomed their first child, Jane, four days before the start of 
the Fall semester, which was cause for an extra amount of adjustment. Jane is now 
four months old and sleeping through the night, so things are now progressing 
routinely. Jon’s classes are going well and he is serving as Dr. Whitla’s TA. Elsa has 
been welcomed into the Seminary wives group and adjusting well to life at the 
Seminary. She is also teaching part-time for a local home school group. They worship 
at the North Hills RP Church. 

 

Ministers Without Pastorates 


Active 


Keith Evans - Keith continues to fulfill his Synodical appointment at RPTS as the 
professor of Biblical Counseling. While presently pursuing the completion of his PhD 
studies, Keith semi-regularly fills the pulpit in local RPCNA congregations on an as-
needed basis, preaches semi-regularly at a PCA congregation, and on-occasion at an 
OPC congregation. In addition to teaching and preaching responsibilities, Keith 
maintains a very full pastoral counseling schedule each week.


David Whitla - David is now in his second year as professor of Church History at RPTS, 
teaching the full slate of Church History and several assigned Pastoral Theology 
courses, plus attendant administrative and mentoring responsibilities. In the past year 
he has been thankful for several preaching opportunities within the Alleghenies, Great 
Lakes Gulf, Midwest and Pacific Coast Presbyteries, the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as well as other conference-
speaking. He has also been pursuing a number of popular-level and academic writing 
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projects, notably preparing his doctoral dissertation on Archibald Johnston of Wariston 
for publication.  He also serves on Synod’s Church History and Youth Ministries 
Committees, and as Director of the seminary’s Theological Foundations for Youth 
program.

  

Stan McKenzie - Stan’s ministerial status is active. Stan is currently employed outside 
of the ministry.


Andrew B. - For security reasons, please refer to his family as the "B Family", their field 
of service as "South Asia", and their work as "laboring/serving overseas" or something 
similar. From Fall to Winter 2020, Andrew and his family completed an intensive training 
for those looking to serve among unreached peoples. They originally hoped to leave for 
South Asia in January 2021. They were not able to depart then due to visa delays and 
other logistical challenges,. While still in the US, Andrew and his wife, Laura, have 
started full-time language learning with the help of language mentors and online tutors. 
They plan to leave for South Asia this Spring or Summer as the Lord wills in order to 
continue language learning and begin laboring among the unreached. Andrew has 
plans to work as an English teacher or pursue graduate studies in the language that 
they are currently studying in order to maintain a legitimate visa in country. Please join 
them in prayer that the King of the nations would open doors for them in this nation 
and that He would establish them for their anticipated long-term labors for the glory of 
His name!


Inactive 


Godfrey Franklin - We were unable to make contact with Godfrey for this report. 


Retired        


Rich Johnston - Having retired in 2017, Rich continues an active ministry, expressing a 
willingness to preach when needed (he preached four times in 2020). As many are 
aware, Rich is continuing to give much attention and energy to mission work in Liberia. 
He also serves on the disabilities ministry committee of RPWA. He continues active in 
the life of  Second Reformed Presbyterian Church where he serves on several 
committees and he leads the weekly Friendship Bible Study. Rich has asked that we 
pray for the disabilities ministries programs at the RP international conference. Adults 
with special needs will be invited to attend a daily Friendship Bible Study to 
demonstrate this ministry to other churches. There will also be several workshops 
taught during the conference on how to better minister to disabled adults.


Gordon Keddie - Gordon’s health prevents him from engaging in any public preaching 
and speaking ministry, but he is thankful to be allowed to serve the Lord in encouraging 
the pastors at SSRPC and completing some writing projects. Work previously 
completed and now in the process of publication includes a new (and first) collection of 
shorter writings of Alexander McLeod (1774-1832), under the title Ruin, Redemption 
and Reformation, and more recently completed a little book on Giving (both with Crown 

7



& Covenant). An earlier MS for the Welwyn Commentary Series, on Romans, is in the 
hands of Evangelical Press (UK) but editorial work has not yet been started. He is now 
digitizing a number of previously hand-written expositions for a possible E-book series 
(also with Evangelical Press, UK). Already completed are expositions of Genesis, 1 and 
2 Corinthians and 1 and 2 Thessalonians and he is working on Exodus (and the Ten 
Commandments) and hopes to be spared to tackle some other expositions in the 
future. Do please pray for stable health in the days to come. 


Ray Lanning - We were unable to make contact with Ray for this report. 


Keith Magill - Keith continues to serve IRPC as a ruling elder and also as their 
Coordinator for Facilities Management & Expansion. He’s also served this past year as 
moderator of the Sparta session. 


R. Paul Mathews - Paul continues as a non-resident communicant member of Elkhart 
RPC. Locally he & Janet worship at Gaylord E-Free (Evangelical Free) Church with 
occasional visits to worship & fellowship at Hetherton RPC near Johannesburg, MI.  
His daily quiet time includes Bible reading & daily prayer for RPCNA needs; GLGP 
churches & pastors; Elkhart and Hetherton members & adherents; & missionaries & 
Bible translators serving around the world. Since April this year he has stayed at home 
on the Sabbath Day & has been blessed to join the Elkhart RPC live-stream worship. It 
is a great blessing to be a part of their Psalm-singing. 


Bob McCracken - Bob and Lynn are still a part of the Columbus, Indiana congregation, 
and happy for the Lord's provisions for them, both physically and spiritually. Because 
some of their pulpit suppliers during their days without a pastor were students, he has 
had opportunity to conduct the communion services several times in Columbus, and 
has also given the benedictions. He preached only a couple times in the last year. He 
and his wife give thanks to God for their good health. 


Glenn McFarland - The doctors all say that Glenn is amazingly well for his 90 years of 
age. He fell recently on his head, but thankfully, there is no skull fracture or concussion. 
The Lord is gracious. He and his wife are still blessed to travel and see their children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren each year. They have 41 so far in their family. 
They appreciate membership  at Orlando RPC and worshiping at Providence RPC in 
Pittsburgh over the summer months.  


Jim McMahon - We were unable to make contact with Jim for this report. 


Bob Morrow - We were unable to make contact with Bob for this report.


Jim Pennington - We were unable to make contact with Jim for this report. 


Dennis Prutow - Dr. Prutow did not preach during 2020 but has maintained the web 
presence of Westminster Evangelistic Ministries through dennyprutow.com and 
continues his writing ministry.
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Frank Schutz - Frank reports: “I have not really been able to do much in the way of 
ministry this past year. I continue to have respiratory issues that put me on disability, 
but I have now retired and that is a blessing considering my and my wife's health. Also, 
my job has become caring for my wife. Leslie however, started getting very sick 
somewhat over a month ago and ended up in the hospital for just over a week and is 
now in a facility to get Physical Therapy. She has developed a thyroid condition that is 
quite dangerous in conjunction with her liver disease. She is working hard and I just got 
the wonderful news that she will be able to come home on December 22, 2020 -- in 
time for Christmas! My daughter and son-in-law are expecting a daughter in March! 
Brian continues to serve in an OPC Church in Olympia Washington. My other daughter 
has just been married to a wonderful man. So, in the midst of many trials the Lord is 
blessing us richly.”


Steven Work - In 2020, Steven served on the session of Southwest Ohio Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, prepared the agenda and moderated the monthly Atlanta TGB, 
served on the LeFebvre Writing Study Committee, and preached 12 times in 3 
congregations.


Jim Wright - We were unable to make contact with Jim for this report. 
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Appendix B: Student Charts 


GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Allen Blackwood 

C&CC representative: Adam Niess 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care 5/2018 -----

Seminary: begun

Evidence of progress sermon 3/2020 -----

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam 3/2020 Gary McNamee

English Bible exam (written)

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Church history paper

Licensure to preach -----

Seminary: second year 
completed

Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam

14



Church history exam

Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded

Internships

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Zachary Blackwood 

C&CC representative: Jared Olivetti 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care n/a ----- Zachary is 
working toward 
licensure for 
more regular 
preaching as a 
ruling elder.

Personal Godliness exam 3/2020 Kent Butterfield

English Bible exam (written)

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Licensure to for “more regular 
occasional preaching”

-----

16



GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Mark Brown 

C&CC representative: Adam Niess 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care Fall 2013 
(POA)


Spring 2020 
(GL-GP)

-----

Seminary: begun Fall 2011

Evidence of progress sermon N/A -----

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam Spring 2014 POA

English Bible exam (written) Spring 2020 Proctor: George 
Evans

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Fall 2014 POA

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

Spring 2014 POA

Church history paper August 
2020

Phil Pockras, 
Donald Cassell

Licensure to preach August 
2020

-----

Seminary: second year 
completed
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Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam

Church history exam

Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded Spring 2015

Internships Summer 
2014 
(Providence 
RPC)


2020-2021 
(Selma 
RPC)

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Tre Cranford 

C&CC representative: Jared Olivetti 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care June 2018 -----

Seminary: begun 8/2018

Evidence of progress sermon 3/2020 ----- Haggai 2:1-5

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam 3/2020 Jared O.

English Bible exam (written) 9/13/2019 Andy Mc./Jared 
O.

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

3/2020 Ian Wise

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Church history paper

Licensure to preach -----

Seminary: second year 
completed

Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam
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Church history exam

Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded

Internships

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Aaron Murray

C&CC representative: Joel Hart 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care 9/13/2019 -----

Seminary: begun

Evidence of progress sermon 3/2020 ----- Mark 10:17-45

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam 3/2020 Jason Camery

English Bible exam (written)

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Church history paper

Licensure to preach -----

Seminary: second year 
completed

Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam

Church history exam
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Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded

Internships

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Joe Smith 

C&CC representative: Jared Olivetti 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care 11/2018 -----

Seminary: begun

Evidence of progress sermon 9/13/2019 ----- Deu. 9:1-12

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam 3/2020 Philip McCollum

English Bible exam (written)

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Church history paper

Licensure to preach -----

Seminary: second year 
completed

Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam

Church history exam
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Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded

Internships

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Jonathan Sturm

C&CC representative: Jonathan Schaeffer 


Date 
Completed

Examiner / 
Proctor

Comments

Taken under care 9/27/2019 -----

Seminary: begun

Evidence of progress sermon -----

Seminary: first year completed

Personal Godliness exam

English Bible exam (written)

Theology & distinctives 1 
exam

Expository sermon 1 (assigned 
text)

-----

Church history paper

Licensure to preach -----

Seminary: second year 
completed

Pastoral & evangelistic gifts 
exam

Theology & distinctives 2 
exam

Church history exam
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Expository sermon 2 (assigned 
topic)

-----

Exegesis paper

Licensure to receive a call -----

Seminary: MDiv awarded

Internships

Ordination Exams

Expository sermon (assigned 
text)

-----

Personal Godliness exam

Soundness in the faith & 
Testimony
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