
Minutes of the Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery (June 2016) 

The Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery (RPCNA) met during the 2016 

RPCNA Synod on the campus of Indiana Wesleyan University to 

conduct business on Tuesday June 28 at 1:00 p.m. 

 The moderator, Mr. H.P. McCracken, called the meeting to order at 1:15 

p.m. and constituted the court in prayer. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed that the clerk take the roll visually. It 

was determined that a quorum was present. 

Congregation Delegate Attendance 

Belle Center Phil Pockras TE P 

Bloomington Rich Holdeman TE P 

 Adam Niess TE P 

 Eric Cosens RE P 

 Wes Archer RE P 

Christ Church Michael Lefebvre TE P 

Columbus Andy McCracken TE P 

 George Gregory TE P 

First RP Durham Kent Butterfield TE E 

First RP Grand Rapids Craig Scott TE E 

Hetherton Ray Morton TE E 

Immanuel Jared Olivetti TE P 

 David Carr RE P 

Kokomo Shawn Anderson TE P 

Lafayette Keith Evans TE P 

 Jack Rhoda RE P 

Marion Jason Camery TE E 

Orlando H.P. McCracken TE P 

Second Indianapolis Rich Johnston TE P 

 James Faris TE P 

 Terry Magnuson RE P 

 Dean Filson RE P 

Selma N/A  

Southfield Adam Kuehner TE P 

 John Kim RE E 

Southside Indianapolis David Whitla TE P 

 Stan McKenzie TE P 

 Steve Sturm RE P 

Southwest Ohio RP Dick Knodel TE P 
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 Gregory Damerow RE P 

Sparta Daniel HemkenTE P 

 James Odom RE P 

Westminster Stephen Rhoda TE P 

Pageland Mission Ian Wise TE E 

Terre Haute Mission Bill Roberts TE P 

Active w/o Pastorate Keith Magill TE P 

Active w/o Pastorate Frank Smith TE P 

Retired Minister Roy Blackwood TE P 

Retired Minister Dennis Prutow TE P 

Retired  Minister Jim McMahon TE P 

P = Present. E = Excused. S = Sustained. NS = Not Sustained. Blank = Absent. 

 Mr. Kuehner presented the clerk’s report (p. 11). 

 Recommendations 1-4 were passed. 

 It was noted that Mr. McMahon was overlooked as a retired teaching 

elder delegate to Synod and that the moderator and clerk of presbytery 

will confirm Mr. McMahon’s status as a delegate to the clerk's of 

Synod. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed that an honorarium of $1500 be given 

to Ray Morton in gratitude for his long and faithful service as clerk of this 

presbytery, and that the moderator send this gift with a letter of thanks on 

behalf of presbytery. 

 Mr. Kuehner presented the Southfield congregational report and it was 

moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report (p. 12) 

 Mr. Hemken presented the Sparta congregational report (p. 13). 

Recommendation 1 was passed. It was moved, seconded, and passed to 

receive the report. 

 Mr. Knodel presented the SWORP congregational report (p. 14). It was 

moved seconded, and passed to receive the report. 

 Mr. Pockras presented the SWORP Organization Commission report, 

noting that he will forward the commission minutes to the clerk as soon as 

possible. It was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. 
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 Mr. Anderson presented the Sycamore congregational report (p. 15). It 

was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. 

 Mr. Carr presented the Sycamore visitation report (p. 16) and answered 

questions. It was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. 

 Mr. Steve Rhoda presented the Westminster (Prairie View, IL) 

congregational report (p. 17) and answered questions from the floor. It 

was moved, seconded, and passed, to receive the report. 

 New delegates were introduced to the court: Craig Scott, Doug Nadeau, 

Chris Stockwell, Timothy Vince, and pastoral intern Tony Mastris. 

 Mr. Magill presented the Belle Center preliminary visitation report. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to authorize the visitation 

team to conduct an additional visit to Belle Center. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. 

 The presbytery called upon God’s name in prayer, led by moderator-

appointed delegates, for the following congregations: 

 Southfield (Mr. Evans), Sparta (Mr. Butterfield), SWORP (Dr. 

Smith), Sycamore (Mr. McKenzie), Westminster (Mr. Kim). 

 Mr. Kuehner read the minutes and it was moved, seconded, and passed to 

approve the minutes as amended. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to adjourn the court, after which the 

moderator, Mr. McCracken adjourned the court in prayer at 2:15 p.m. 

 

 

H.P. McCracken, Moderator     Adam Kuehner, Clerk 
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The Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery (RPCNA) met following the 2016 

RPCNA Synod at the Second Reformed Presbyterian Church of 

Indianapolis to conduct business on Wednesday June 29 at 3:00 p.m. 

 The moderator, Mr. H.P. McCracken, called the meeting to order and 

constituted the court in prayer at 3:15 p.m. Psalm 3B was sung to the 

praise of God. 

 Assistant clerk, Mr. Hemken, took attendance visually, by common 

consent and it was determined that a quorum was present. 

Congregation Delegate Attend. S. Ketcham 

Expository 

Sermon 

S. Ketcham 

License to 

Preach 

J. Hart 

License to 

Preach 

Belle Center Phil Pockras TE P S S S 

Bloomington Rich Holdeman TE P S S S 

 Adam Niess TE P S S S 

 Eric Cosens RE P S S S 

 Wes Archer RE P S S S 

Christ Church Michael Lefebvre TE P S S S 

Columbus Andy McCracken TE P S S S 

 George Gregory TE P S S S 

First RP Durham Kent Butterfield TE E    

First RP Grand 

Rapids 

Craig Scott TE E    

Hetherton Ray Morton TE E    

Immanuel Jared Olivetti TE P S S S 

 David Carr RE P S S S 

Kokomo Shawn Anderson TE P S S S 

Lafayette Keith Evans TE P S S S 

 Jack Rhoda RE P S S S 

Marion Jason Camery TE E S S S 

Orlando H.P. McCracken TE P S S S 

Second 

Indianapolis 

Rich Johnston TE P S S S 

 James Faris TE P S S S 

 Terry Magnuson RE P S S S 

 Dean Filson RE P S S S 

Selma N/A     

Southfield Adam Kuehner TE P S S S 

 John Kim RE E    

Southside 

Indianapolis 

David Whitla TE P S S S 
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 Stan McKenzie TE P S S S 

 Steve Sturm RE P S S S 

Southwest Ohio 

RP 

Dick Knodel TE P S S S 

 Gregory Damerow RE P S S S 

Sparta Daniel HemkenTE P S S S 

 James Odom RE P S S S 

Westminster Stephen Rhoda TE P S S S 

Pageland Mission Ian Wise TE E S S S 

Terre Haute 

Mission 

Bill Roberts TE P S S S 

Active w/o 

Pastorate 

Keith Magill TE P S S S 

Active w/o 

Pastorate 

Frank Smith TE P S S S 

Retired Minister Roy Blackwood TE P S S S 

Retired Minister Dennis Prutow TE P S S S 

Retired  Minister Jim McMahon TE P S S S 

P = Present. E = Excused. S = Sustained. NS = Not Sustained. Blank = Absent. 

 The proposed agenda was adopted by common consent. 

 Mr. Niess presented an update from the Selma committee (p. 18). 

 Recommendations 1-2 passed and it was moved, seconded, and 

passed to receive the report. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to grant floor privileges to all 

RPCNA elders present. 

 Mr. Steve Rhoda presented the Judicial Committee Report on Paper 2016-1 (p. 

20). 

 The recommendation (That Paper 2016-1 be returned to the 

Bloomington session) failed. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed that presbytery send Paper 

2016-1 to Synod with the court’s endorsement. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to receive the report. The 

motion passed.  

 Mr. Olivetti presented the Candidates and Credentials Report (p. 19), after 

which Recommendation 1 was passed. 
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 Mr. Sam Ketcham was invited forward for his Expository 

Sermon I preaching exam. 

 Mr. Ketcham read Mark 1:9-13, called upon God’s name in 

prayer, and preached from the text on our Lord’s baptism and 

temptation, after which Psalm 2A was sung to the praise of 

God and feedback was offered from the floor. 

 Mr. Hemken called the roll and the exam was unanimously 

sustained. 

 Mr. Knodel presented the review committee recommendation to 

sustain Mr. Ketcham’s church history paper on Thomas Aquinas 

and the Regulative Principle of Worship. 

 The exam was sustained without dissent by a voice vote. 

 The English Bible Exams for Mr. Sam Ketcham, Mr. Andrew 

Battiato, and Mr. Joel Hart (with distinction) were sustained 

without dissent by a single voice vote. 

 Mr. Olivetti invited Mr. Ketcham forward for his licensure to 

preach the gospel. 

 Mr. Holdeman read the queries to Mr. Ketcham, who publicly 

affirmed. 

 Mr. Hemken called the roll and Mr. Ketcham’s licensure to 

preach was unanimously sustained, after which he signed the 

query book. 

 Mr. Niess then led the court in prayer for Mr. Ketcham, 

thereby licensing him to preach the gospel, after which Mr. 

Holdeman delivered a charge outlining the attending duties 

and privileges. 

 Mr. Pockras presented the review committee recommendation to 

sustain Mr. Joel Hart’s church history paper on the Doctrine and 

Practice of Social Reform in the RPCNA (1930-1945). 

 The paper was sustained without dissent by a voice vote. 
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 Mr. Olivetti invited Mr. Hart forward for his licensure to preach 

the gospel. 

 Mr. Faris read the queries to Mr. Hart, who publicly affirmed 

them. 

 Mr. Hemken called the roll and Mr. Hart’s licensure to preach 

was unanimously sustained, after which he signed the query 

book. 

 Mr. Whitla then led the court in prayer for Mr. Hart, thereby 

licensing him to preach the gospel, then delivered a charge 

outlining the attending duties and privileges. 

 It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the Candidates 

and Credentials Report. 

 Mr. Kuehner read the minutes and it was moved, second, and passed to 

adopt the minutes as amended. 

 The moderator, Mr. McCracken, recessed the court in prayer at 5:13 p.m., 

giving thanks for the faithful ministry of Mr. Whitla within this presbytery 

and asking God’s blessing on his future studies and service to the 

denomination. 

 

 

H.P. McCracken, Moderator     Adam Kuehner, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8 of 20 
 
The Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery (RPCNA) reconvened at the Second 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis on Wednesday June 29 

at 7:00 p.m. to ordain Mr. Venkatesh Gopalakrishnan as a missionary to 

India. 

 The moderator, Pastor H.P. McCracken, called the meeting to order at 

7:05 p.m. and constituted the court in prayer. 

 Mr. Kuehner called the roll and determined that a quorum was present. 

Congregation Delegate Attendance 

Belle Center Phil Pockras TE P 

Bloomington Rich Holdeman TE P 

 Adam Niess TE P 

 Eric Cosens RE P 

 Wes Archer RE P 

Christ Church Michael Lefebvre TE P 

Columbus Andy McCracken TE P 

 George Gregory P 

First RP Durham Kent Butterfield TE E 

First RP Grand Rapids Craig Scott TE P 

Hetherton Ray Morton TE E 

Immanuel Jared Olivetti TE P 

 David Carr RE P 

Kokomo Shawn Anderson TE P 

Lafayette Keith Evans TE P 

 Jack Rhoda P 

Marion Jason Camery TE E 

Orlando H.P. McCracken TE P 

Second Indianapolis Rich Johnston TE P 

 James Faris TE P 

 Terry Magnuson RE P 

 Dean Filson RE P 

Selma N/A  

Southfield Adam Kuehner TE P 

 John Kim RE P 

Southside Indianapolis David Whitla TE P 

 Stan McKenzie TE P 

 Steve Sturm RE P 

 Bob Burchfield RE (Alt.) P 

Southwest Ohio RP Dick Knodel TE P 

 Gregory Damerow RE P 

Sparta  Daniel Hemken TE P 
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 James Odom RE P 

Wesminster Stephen Rhoda TE P 

Pageland Mission Ian Wise TE E 

Terre Haute Mission Bill Roberts TE P 

Active w/o Pastorate Keith Magill TE P 

Active w/o Pastorate Frank Smith TE P 

Retired Minister Roy Blackwood TE P 

Retired Minister Gordon Keddie TE P 

Retired Minister Jim McMahon TE P 

Retired Minister Dennis Prutow TE P 

P = Present. E = Excused. S = Sustained. NS = Not Sustained. Blank = Absent. 

 Pastor Rich Johnston narrated the previous steps leading to the ordination, 

followed by the final reading of the edict by the moderator. 

 Members of the RPCNA Global Mission Board stood in confirmation of 

their call to Mr. Gopalakrishnan, who, upon inquiry, publicly affirmed his 

adherence to the call. 

 The moderator, Pastor H.P. McCracken, called the assembly to worship, 

after which, Psalm 122A (stanzas 1-4) were sung to the praise of God. 

 Pastor David Hanson then read from 2 Timothy 2:1-13 and preached a 

sermon from the text on Gracious Truths for Faithful Men, after which he 

called upon God’s name in prayer, and the court sang Psalm 87A to the 

praise of God. 

 Dr. Ram Rao administered the queries of ordination to Mr. 

Gopalakrishnan, who publicly affirmed them and signed the query book. 

 Dr. Roy Blackwood and Pastor Rich Johnston led in a prayer of 

ordination, as members of the court (and other affiliated elders) laid hands 

on Mr. Gopalakrishnan, thereby ordaining him to the gospel ministry in 

the name and by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, Zion’s only Head 

and King. 

 Pastor James Faris presented a charge to Rev. Gopalakrishnan and called 

upon God’s name in prayer, after which Psalm 27D (stanzas 12-15) was 

sung to the praise of God. 
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 Rev. Gopalakrishnan then pronounced God’s blessing upon the people of 

God, after which Psalm 67C (stanzas 1-2) was sung to the praise of God. 

 Mr. Kuehner read the minutes and it was moved, seconded, and passed to 

adopt the minutes as read. 

 The moderator adjourned the court in prayer at 8:34 p.m. 

 

 

H.P. McCracken, Moderator     Adam Kuehner, Clerk 
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