Candidates & Credentials Committee
Great Lakes-Gulf Presbytery
Spring 2025 Report

Recommendations

1. That Nathan Shaver no longer be a student under care (per his request).

- Note: This request came to us on February 20 after receiving his update below and planning for
his student exams.

2. That student exams be conducted according to the schedule outlined below.
3. That our report be received.

Serving for Christ,

Joel Hart (2026) Rich Holdeman (2026)

Adam Kuehner (2026) Adam Niess (2027)

Jonathan Schaefer (2027) lan Wise (2027)

Student Exam Time* Examiner/Text

T.J. Pattillo Church History Paper Jon Sturm and Philip McCollum
Theology 1 20/10/5  Rich Holdeman
Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 1 John 3:11-18

John Punt Theology 1 20/10/5  Phil Pockras
Expository Sermon 1 25/-/5 Psalm 120

[Licensure to preach]

*Duration - The first number is the allotted time for the examiner’s question, the second is for
questions from the presbytery and the third is for discussion by the presbytery about the exam prior
to voting.

Student Aid

The following students are receiving aid from presbytery:

- T.J. Pattillo (began September 2022)

- Nathan Shaver (began October 2023)

« Note: Nathan’s aid would cease upon the passing of Recommendation 1.



Seminary-Level Classes

In 2024, Andrew Gilhooley taught an elective course with Nathan Shaver on the minor prophets. This
was well-received. In winter 2024-2025, Andrew taught a 1-credit course on the Psalms with about
10 students. The class was very well-received, with much edification on the knowledge of the shape
of the Psalter and the way the Psalter points to Christ.

Credential and Status Changes in 2024

Students taken under care or removed from under care

« Cody Work (transferred to POA, April 2024)

Licensures, ordinations, and installations

« None

Resignations, removals, and transfers

- None

Deaths

« Dennis Prutow (October 2024)

Men Under Care

Joe Johnson - | am continually seeking to grow into ministry in an ordained capacity. | would love to
work in the RPCNA and I'm open to taking more exams. | lament the existence and proliferation of
liberal and godless clergymen in the United States while feeling stymied in my progress toward
ordination. | have been blessed to preach in pulpits within NAPARC in the last half-year or so,
including the RPCNA, PCA, OPC, and in non-particularized church-plants. One OPC, in particular,
was interested in calling me as minister, understanding that | am not licensed to receive a call (but
willing to work toward it with me). We spent time with their congregation in Michigan, and at the last
it didn't work out. | have no greater desire than to love Christ and his church, and want to see to her
flourishing and growth through whatever efforts | can muster. | pray for you all in your labors.

My family life has been great. Our seven-month old daughter, Evangeline Agnes, started to crawl this
last week, so we have two kiddos on the move. We have been reading a chapter a day of the
scripture as a family, then individually my wife and | are reading a commentary on that chapter so we
can discuss it around the house, then also during our "check-ins", which we have weekly and
monthly. You can read more about it from the Newsletter the Johnsons put out around Christmas,
here.

T.J. Pattillo - 1t has been a busy season at the Pattillo household over the past few months. My
mother passed away in October very soon after being diagnosed with small-cell lung cancer. Now,
my stepfather had a stroke earlier this month where he is having trouble speaking and cannot move
the right side of his body. He is also being treated for COVID-19 which he caught at the


https://zc.vg/R4XPI?m=0

rehabilitation center where he is currently staying. Though there is much sadness and concern, the
circumstances have provided the opportunities to talk with family about the problem of pain and to
remind them of Christ’s suffering on the cross, the curse of sin, and the need to know and trust
Christ.

There have been opportunities to minister in several other ways this past year. | conducted my
mother’s funeral. | visited the sick in the hospital in Atlanta. | was able to preach through a series in
Jude in Atlanta and am still preaching through Micah in Birmingham. | have also been teaching
through the Westminster Confession of Faith for the adult Sabbath school in Atlanta. | also taught a
class on the end portion of Zechariah titled The King of Change.

There have been times to minister in my neighborhood as a family friend with dementia committed
suicide last summer (Please don’t mention his suicide in front of the kids as he and his wife are like
grandparents to them). His wife is a Christian and there have been moments of prayer and comfort
between us we mourn over this tragedy together. A brother and sister | have known since 1990 have
been in contact with me as she nearly died from a fentanyl overdose and he has been dealing with
anger issues.

Seminary is progressing well. | am taking Hebrew Il, Marriage and Family Counseling, and Doctrine
of Civil Government this term. | am enrolled in Hebrew Ill, Gospels, Covenant Theology, and Pilgrim’s
Progress classes for the Spring term. | am planning to fulfill my last required week on campus at
RPTS the week after presbytery. | also intend of being on-campus at least one more week before
graduation. | talked with Dr. York and | am still on track to graduate in May 2026.

John Punt - John has now completed his first full year (45+ credits) at RPTS through Distance
Learning. Along with their three daughters, he and Elizabeth welcomed their son, Thomas
Breckenridge, to the world in June. John continues teaching at Seven Oaks Classical School and
serving as Master Teacher of Music for Hillsdale College’s K-12 Education Office, where he
published two volumes on music history and pedagogy and is developing two more for publication
this year. In the last year, John has been blessed with increased preaching opportunities, particularly
at Terre Haute and Second RP churches; getting to know more brothers and sisters in Christ has
been a great blessing to him and his family, and he prays the ministry of the Word has been a
blessing to them, as well. The Punts are prayerfully seeking God’s wisdom regarding how and when
to move to Pittsburgh to finish the M. Div. degree.

Nathan Shaver - | am grateful for the opportunity to continue my studies at RPTS and serve as an
intern at Second Reformed Presbyterian. The Lord provided many ways to get better acquainted
within our presbytery this year. | had the privilege to provide pulpit supply to many congregations
and speak from Psalm 20 at the CYPU Summer event. My family and | continue to thank God for the
care, love, and support we have received from our brothers and sisters at Second and within the
GLG.

Ministers Without Pastorates
Active

Andrew B. - | took over a language institute in 2024, which provides us long-term access to the
country and an avenue for other laborers to potentially work in or with the company. We have been



praying for years for more laborers. We thank God for mid-termers joining recently, including a 77-
year-old lady. The previous years without robust team have been hard for our marriage in particular.
We have been receiving marriage counseling and also reached out to Venky & Shammi for mutual
support. There is tremendous economic, relational, and spiritual poverty here, which means that
opportunities to love neighbor in word and deed are never lacking. Pray for the many planted seeds
to bear fruit of salvation, for help in running a business, for longevity and contentment, for grace in
our marriage and family life, and for long-term laborers to join in the vast harvest fields in Central
Asia.

Bryan Dage - | have been preaching every week at Hetherton since last January. We worked through
the book of 1 Peter, had a series on the Servant Songs in Isaiah, the first half of Romans, and started
the Gospel of Luke. In addition, Wade, Phil and | have been teaching a remote membership class for
the LaPointe children who are not yet communicant members. Unfortunately, the congregation has
not grown and the members are severely discouraged. Currently, we are planning to hold a
congregational meeting on March 1 to discuss the possibility of closing the congregation which
could come before the Presbytery’s spring meeting.

Colin Samul - Over the past year | have had many opportunities to serve in the church. | provided
pulpit supply between Southfield RPC and other churches once a month on average, for most of the
year. From the first weekend of October to the end of December, | filled the pulpit every Sunday
morning while Rev. Kuehner was on sabbatical. It was a great blessing to serve in this way, and it
was also a good "refresher" for the prospect of reentering full time ministry in the future. In addition, |
have also counseled members of the congregation through various issues upon Rev. Kuehner's
referral. My family has been blessed by Rev. Kuehner's ministry and the leadership at Southfield
RPC, and we enjoy the fellowship of the Saints in Southfield. In the Fall of 2024 my alma mater, City
Seminary of Sacrament (RCUS), asked me to continue teaching (for context, this is distance
education performed through Google Classrooms). In the fall | taught AP 211 (Introduction to
Apologetics), and this Winter | am teaching CH 111 (Ancient Church History). Going forward | believe
that they will ask me to teach in most trimesters. Lord willing, | will be open to considering a call to
full time ministry once again before our meeting in 2025.

David Whitla - 1t is my great privilege to serve as Professor of Church History at RPTS, where
besides regular mentoring of students, | teach several pastoral theology and practical ministry
courses in addition to the required and elective Church History classes. | continue to serve as
director of the Theological Foundations for Youth program and chair the synodical Youth Ministries
and Church History Committees. In the past year | have been privileged to regularly preach in several
venues including congregations of the RPCNA, RPCI, OPC, PCA, and Reformed Baptists, RPTS and
Geneva College chapel services, various day conferences, and have administered the sacraments of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper on various occasions. Further afield, | continue to serve as a trustee
of the Banner of Truth Trust and the steering committee of the “Puritan Theology in Post-
Reformation Context” Study Group of the Evangelical Theological Society, where | presented a
paper in the fall. In January, | taught another intensive two-week seminary course virtually for our
brothers in EA. Current research and writing projects include archive research in Edinburgh and
transcribing the original documents procured for forthcoming volumes of the Works of Samuel
Rutherford (RHB).

Namsik Yang - Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. While | am saddened that
| have not seen you since transferring my credentials to the Great Lakes Gulf Presbytery, | am



grateful for the opportunity to provide an update on my life and ministry. | sincerely appreciate your
prayers and support.

As a PhD student at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, | am in the final phase of my program,
working on my dissertation. In addition to my studies, | serve as a part-time assistant librarian at the
seminary, which has been both a provision for my family and a valuable opportunity to gain
experience.

However, the greatest challenge my family and | have faced has been my son Minsol’s prolonged
medical journey. Last year, he was hospitalized for six months, most of that time in the ICU in a very
critical condition. We are deeply thankful that the Lord sustained him and enabled us to bring him
home. Yet, caring for him remains difficult, as he continues to require ventilator support and has
other ongoing medical concerns. We pray continually for God’s special intervention in his life.

My family and | are members of Southfield RP Church, where we have been greatly blessed by the
congregation’s faithful support. Due to the distance, however, we have been worshiping at
Reformation OPC under Pastor Dr. Noe.

| had been preaching once a month until 2023 in various congregations, but last year, due to
Minsol’s condition, | was barely able to do so. Lord willing, | hope to resume preaching more
frequently this spring, along with my translation and publication ministry, as long as Minsol's health
allows.

At this point, it is difficult to anticipate what the future holds for my ministry and our family. My wife
and | are seeking opportunities to remain in the United States for Minsol’s ongoing medical care, if
the Lord wills. We would deeply appreciate your prayers regarding many matters—his health, our
financial situation, my studies, ministry opportunities, employment, and immigration status.

| am truly grateful for your prayers and the fellowship we share in the gospel. May the Lord continue
to bless and guide our presbytery in the work of His kingdom.

Inactive
None
Retired

Jack Baumgardner - My wife and | celebrated being married 50 years on June 15th of 2024. We are
members of Second Reformed Presbyterian church. | preached at Second RP in December of 2024.
| preached at Marion Reformed Presbyterian church August of 2024 and | preached at Terre Haute
Preformed Presbyterian church on January, 19th of 2025. | am open to preaching at other Reformed
Presbyterian churches. We live at 8380 E. C. R. 200 N. Avon IN 46123. My phone number is
317-502-8245 and my email address is jackb51462@gmail.com.

Rich Johnston - | appreciate the care and oversight of our Candidates and Credentials Committee
during my retired years. | have performed little preaching during 2024 because | have dedicated
myself to help care for my 99 year old mother-in-law, Betty Butler. Betty came to live with us four



years ago but is declining. | have decided not to accept any preaching requests out of town. Betty is
my priority because she is now in hospice care, still living in our home.

Other ministries | continue in, because | am able to serve them via Zoom. | remain chairman of the
RPWA Disabilities Ministry Committee. We accomplished much at the RP International Conference in
Marion, Indiana conducting six workshops ministering to the needs of the disabled and their families.
| spoke at some and directed others. Our committee also provided wheelchairs and campus-wide
transportation needs. | continue active in leading Friendship Bible study, a weekly meeting of adults
with disabilities in which we provide fellowship, | teach the Friendship Bible to about 20 adults with
disabilities, and | lead a small group Bible study.

| also continue on the Board of Directors of ULICAF, a ministry in Liberia. Donald Cassell is greatly
used in his home country of Liberia. | partner with him in leading a campus ministry on the campus
at LICC College. | continue in other local boards and committees. Thank you for your
encouragement of our family in this most difficult time!

Ray Lanning - Rev. and Mrs. Ray B. Lanning continue to enjoy good health and their life in Grand
Rapids. Mrs. Lanning is not yet fully retired, but she has cut back her work week from three days to
two, as an RN at Catherine's Care Center, serving the uninsured and underinsured citizens of Grand
Rapids. In August 2024, our complement of grandchildren suddenly increased from 9 to 14, when
our son James married a lovely lady, Sarah Brown of Grand Rapids, and became stepfather to her 5
children. In God's providential kindness, it fell to me to solemnize this marriage. We have enjoyed
getting to know and love all these new members of our family circle. On a sadder note,after more
than 10 years, we Lannings are no longer attending services in the Free Reformed Church of Grand
Rapids. We have cast in our lot with Providence Reformed Church, a Psalm-singing congregation
with a very faithful and able Dutch minister, Rev. Johan Pronk; but we cannot join as members
because the congregation is affiliated with the Reformed Church in America. So we must live as
strangers and pilgrims on earth, even regarding our church connection. "For here have we no
continuing city, but we seek one to come" (Heb. 13:14). We grieve over the present divided,
compromised state of the church in our city and our nation, and can only pray, "If with love
compassionate, we Thy servants mourn her state, wilt not Thou, O gracious Lord, help in Zion's
need afford?" (Psalm 102, The Psalter, 1912, No. 272). Our comfort is the promise given in Psalm
125:3: "The rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth
their hands unto iniquity."

R. Paul Mathews - Paul & Janet reside in Gaylord, M|l where they are near their family. No longer able
to travel any distance due to age & infirmities, they livestream the Elkhart, IN RPC Sabbath morning
worship (where they are non-resident communicant members). "How lovely is your dwelling, O Lord
of Hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the
living God." "Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise. Selah." Psalm
84:1,2,4 (ESV) Paul endeavors to maintain his habit of reading Biblical and Reformed literature, and a
daily time of methodical intercessory prayer. Thank you for praying for us.

Glenn McFarland - Glen said that he would say the same thing this year as last. He joked, "Just tell
them | am still alive." However, in all seriousness, Glenn has had some up and downs with his
physical health in 2024, falling off his stationary bike, another fall and also some respiratory
infections. He and Jean are faithful in attending morning worship traveling a significant distance to



be there. They are faithful in prayer an often send messages of encouragement to members during
the week. They continue to model well how to grow old in Christ with joy and diligence.

Jim McMahon - Jim continues to attend the Southside congregation most Lord’s day mornings. He
laments his declining energy, but he remains a cheerful and encouraging presence in our community,
living a half-mile from the church and regularly finding folks in his daily orbit with whom to speak
about our Savior. In addition, Jim often visits the pastors mid-week to pray with and for them. He no
longer does any preaching, but up until very recently was leading a Bible study at the senior
residence where he lives.

Ray Morton - [We did not receive an update from him.]

Jim Pennington - During 2024, Jim administered a special communion service which was planned
for to include senior members of ORPC unable to attend a regular morning Communion Service. Jim
also preached a table address length sermon. Jim continues to keep busy "in retirement" keeping in
touch with member and friends of the church family, especially fellow and sister seniors. This
communication has been primarily via phone calls and emails, and sometimes in person preceding
and following morning worship service. Jim is thankful to be able to participate in morning worship
with his church family on most Sabbaths.

Tom Reid - | continue to serve the Gainesville Reformed Presbyterian Fellowship, a preaching station
under the authority of the Orlando RPC, where my wife Geneviéve and | are members. | have
preached almost every week, finished a series on Genesis 1-11, and started a new series on the
Epistle to the Hebrews, about half done now. Once a month, | am preaching through the Psalms,
having covered Psalms 24 through 34 in the past year. | lead a Wednesday night Bible Study, which
meets in our condo, in which we concluded 130 studies in the Westminster Confession and RPCNA
Testimony, and have just started a study of Prayer, using the Westminster Shorter Catechism and the
Heidelberg Catechism discussions of the Lord's Prayer. | administered the Lord's Supper in the
Orlando RPC in May. | do a lot of counseling. We have had some encouragements this past year
and are considering moving to a more public location. Because of various chronic health issues, |
have been unable to attend presbytery or synod, but we did make it to RPIC.

Bill Roberts - During 2024, | was able to preach 7 times in 6 different congregations, all in Indiana. In
one of those congregations | preached morning and evening. Although at times blocked by
bureaucracy, | maintained contact with two inmates on the federal death row in Terre Haute. Both
men were part of the 37 whose sentences were commuted by President Biden and who are also
subject to an Executive Order by President Trump. It remains to be seen whether Bill will be able to
continue to visit with them.

Frank Schutz - Over the past year | have published my first Novel entitled "The Traveler: Quest for
the Twins." It is a fantasy novel which | believe the Lord wanted me to publish. It is the first in a
planned trilogy. As a High Fantasy novel, it is not specifically intended as a Christian book or an
apologetic, but | have written from my view of the world and my hope is that it will cause some to
think about spiritual things when they would not otherwise do so. It was published last June and has
garnered high praise in professional reviews such as a Kirkus review.

| might also mention that | just signed a contract to get the second book ("The Traveler: Quest for the
Sword") Published perhaps around next fall. | have not preached or taught any Sabbath School



classes for a long while, however, | did officiate the Lord's Supper at Grace OPC when one of their
pastors suddenly fell sick.

| have attended services at Belle Center about four times this past year where | truly enjoy
worshiping and especially singing the Psalms. Otherwise, as | have done since my wife and | moved
to Columbus, OH in 1995, | have worshiped at Grace OPC here in Columbus except when attending
Belle Center, traveling or when | was sick or some other such reason for not being able to attend.

| am hoping to begin teaching a set of courses meant particularly for teaching theology to regular
Christians. By that | mean it is not meant to replace Seminary or even to prepare someone for going
on for a theological education. It is meant rather to help any church member who wants to better
understand the biblical teaching of the Reformed Churches. | tentatively plan to call the series of
courses "A Taste of Theology: Theology for Everyone." | hope that | can begin teaching this some
time in the next year or so. Grace OPC session has agreed that | can invite members of Grace to
attend the courses. | also hope that | might be able to make these available on line in some way.

Grace has also asked if | would be willing to fill the pulpit for local OPC Churches. This is due to the
fact that, though they currently have three Teaching Elders, their work load is still very heavy and
they often get requests to fill pulpits for other Churches in the area. | have agreed to do this and
hope to have opportunities to do this in the coming year.

| am still somewhat limited by my health (primarily my Asthma which is especially a problem in the
cold weather). Nevertheless, | am relatively healthy and can expect to be able to begin doing more
than | have been able to do in the past few years. | am also active in serving members of Grace
Church in whatever ways | can.

Steven Work - In 2024, the Lord has allowed me to supply the pulpit 19 times in 5 congregations.
Presbytery has continued my assignment as moderator of the Atlanta Temporary Governing Body
(Atlanta, GA). | serve on the session of Southwest Ohio RP Church (Mason, OH) as a ruling elder. At
our quarterly Lord's Suppers, | prepare and present a table address.

Jim Wright - Jim is now 84 and continues to be housed at the Lake Bennett Center for Rehabilitation
and Healing. Jim continues to enjoy his friendships there and occasional visits from family (his
daughter, Stephanie, and Steve Garrow (Deacon), Mason and Emily (grandson and

granddaughter). The congregation has been regularly visiting with a small group of members to sing
the Psalms together with him, and often some other residents, which he appreciates. He is
experiencing continuing signs of dementia, some confusion and memory loss, but is still functional.
He was able to attend and participate in the special communion service held in the Fall.



Appendix A: Student Evaluations

Student Evaluation

Presbytery/Church requesting review

Presbytery/Church requesting evaluation Review Recipient Name
Great Lakes-Gulf Adam Niess

Email of Recipient
adamniess@reformedlafayette.com

Student being reviewed

Student Being Reviewed GPA Credits Taken
Trevor Pattillo 3.86 89

Student Rating (scale: Strong, Acceptable, Concerning, Unknown, N/A)

How well does the student meet the academic standards of the seminary?
Strong

How consistent and disciplined is the student at fulfilling responsibilities in a timely manner (e.g.,
arriving to class, submitting assignments, paying tuition and other expenses, registering for
classes, returning library books, completing work study responsibilities)?

Strong

Does the student fit in well with the campus environment, get along well with others, and show
concern for them?
Strong

Does the student show appropriate respect for professors and students, both inside and outside of
class?
Strong

Does the student conduct himself with wisdom, grace, and love toward others?
Strong

What is your assessment of the student's personal character and walk with God?
Strong

What is your assessment of the student's emotional stability
Strong

What is your assessment of the student's relationships with his closest family members?
N/A

What is your assessment of the student's gifts and calling to pastoral ministry?
Strong

Given his current progress, how would you rate the student's overall preparedness toward being
an effective pastor?
Strong

Any Additional Comments?
As TJ is a distance student, | can only evaluate him in that regard. However, he has done excellent work in
his classes and, when he has come to campus for an intensive class or a week of study, he is a delightful



Student Evaluation

Presbytery/Church requesting review

Presbytery/Church requesting evaluation Review Recipient Name
Great Lakes-Gulf Adam Niess

Email of Recipient
adamniess@reformedlafayette.com

Student being reviewed

Student Being Reviewed GPA Credits Taken
John Punt 3.87 48

Student Rating (scale: Strong, Acceptable, Concerning, Unknown, N/A)

How well does the student meet the academic standards of the seminary?
Strong

How consistent and disciplined is the student at fulfilling responsibilities in a timely manner (e.g.,
arriving to class, submitting assignments, paying tuition and other expenses, registering for
classes, returning library books, completing work study responsibilities)?

Strong

Does the student fit in well with the campus environment, get along well with others, and show
concern for them?
N/A

Does the student show appropriate respect for professors and students, both inside and outside of
class?
Strong

Does the student conduct himself with wisdom, grace, and love toward others?
Unknown

What is your assessment of the student's personal character and walk with God?
Strong

What is your assessment of the student's emotional stability
Strong

What is your assessment of the student's relationships with his closest family members?
Unknown

What is your assessment of the student's gifts and calling to pastoral ministry?
Strong

Given his current progress, how would you rate the student's overall preparedness toward being
an effective pastor?
Strong

Any Additional Comments?
Although | only have had John occasionally as a distance student, | continue to be impressed by the
consistently high caliber of his work, both academically and spiritually. He expresses the head of an
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Appendix B: Student Charts

GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Joe Johnson

C&CC representative: Jonathan Schaefer

10/2022 -
3/2023 - Romans 1:1-7
3/2023 Aaron Murray
3/2023 Nathan
Eshelman
3/2023 Jerry Foltz
6/2023 - Deuteronomy
3:23-29
3/2023 Philip McCollum
and Phil
Pockras
6/2023 0 e
3/2024 Wade Mann
3/2024 David Whitla
3/2024 - Luke 18:1-18
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Graduated from WTS in 2016
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: T.J. Pattillo

C&CC representative: lan Wise

11/2021

9/2022

3/2024

Ephesians 2:1-10

3/2024

Joel Hart
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Atlanta RPC

(began
9/2019)
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: John Punt
C&CC representative: Rich Holdeman

6/2023

3/2022

3/2024

Titus 3:8-15

3/2024

Aaron Murray

3/2024

Rich Holdeman

3/2024

Phil Pockras,
Nathan
Eshelman
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Bloomington

RPC
(9-12/2022)
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GLG Presbytery Student Chart: Nathan Shaver

C&CC representative: Joel Hart

10/2023

9/2023
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2RPC
(began
9/2023)
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